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Our Complex County

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors,
consisting of five men represemiing more than one
million residents each, has been described as the execn-
tive and legisistive head of the largest and most com-
plex county government in the United States.

The size of Loz Angeles County government and
ihe complexities are best understood when we realive
that the County is larger in population than afl but
eight states, its nearly §1 billion budget is greater than
the budgets of about two-thirds of our states, and that
the county has nearly four score departments employ-
ing move than 40,000 people.

While the Supervisors exercise the normal functions
of a legisiative body, they have the additional function
of acting as executive bead of the county. An admini-
strative officer helps the Bosrd with the exeentive
tesks. but the burden of responsibility is on each of
the five members of the Board elected from districts
of the county.

This newspaper recently commented on the prac-
oo which has developed-—through necessitv—of dele-
guting much of the administrative and legisiative field
work in each district to eppointed deputies who are
on the stalf of each supervisor. Because of the large
areas each supervisor represents and the more than
ons million residents in each distriet, persomal con-
tact with constifuents is virtually lost

We believe that the county government—with #s
huge budget. complex operstion, and more than 300
special districts—is a branch of government that should
be kept close to the people. We get plenty of this gov-
ernment by fiat from Washington, D. C., and Sacra-
mento without sandwiching another layer in the pile.

With ail the talk on reapportionment and the drive
i make government truly representative, we believe
it is time someone took 2 close look st Los Angeles
County. The need for more supervisors, at least twice
as many, is apparent daily.

May 15: Make It a Date

Circie vour calendar now; May 15 is going to be
2 big day in Torrance.

The buildup bhas been energetic and tha re-
sponse has been outstanding: This year's Armed Foroes
Day parade on May 15 should be one of the greatest
spectacies witnessed by the city in a long period of
time.

Already on the line are bands and military units
representing all branches of America’s anned foroes;
Charies J. Hitch, assistant Secrefary of Defense, will
be grand marshal and principal goest of homor; and
city officials and civic leaders are going sll out to
make it 2 memorable day.

The parade will follow the city’s traditional parade
route from downtown Torrance west on Torrance
Boulevard past a reviewing stand in front of the City
Hall

Make it 2 point now to be in town on Saturday,
May 15, and to pack up the family and pick out a spot
slong the parade route in time to see one of the na-
tion’s oulstanding mititary parades.

OTHERS SAY:
A Samaritan Shield

Ths good citizen who goes to the aid of a victim
of crime, or alds in a criminal's capture, too often
ends up paying a high price for his good Samaritan-
ship. Persenal infury or damage may well be his chief
reward.

As a shield for such persons, Siate Comtroller
Alan Cranston and State Senator George Miller, n.,
have pruposed a commendable law under which the

ceived in the course of their helpfulness. It would be,
they feel, merely an act of fairess to estend the
prineiple that society bears a responsibility for crime
prevention snd delention of felons.

nature, but theirs hopefully
an atmospbere in which the citi-

criminale.” The compensation
a reward; it would be merely

& compensation fn( damage sustained in a geperous

act. Most people find good citizenship a reward in
ftself —California Feature Service.
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couniry last year, while 2 million men were without
work. These statistics were reported by Mrs. Esther

Peterson, assisfant Secretary of Labor, to show that

ternutional Folls (Minn.) Journal
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“If's an amazing thing how the human wind can
intexpret the Sme set of facts to suit its own peculiar
prejudices. For years now, we Bave been assured by
our self-styled experts that the reasom we in America
need fo have more government directicn of our econ-
omy is becsuse it has gotten foo complex to operate
as a completely free system. The ‘cover’ slorv in a
recent Time magezine reports on the apparent trend
in Soviet Bussia to copy capitalism in an effort to in-
crease industry production, There, say Soviet expests,
the ecomomy is getting too complicated for cemtral
planning”~-Opportunity (Wesh.) Herold,
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16,793 CASUALTIES
PER YEAR.

POLICE OF

15 KILLED IN
ACTION 1M
AMERICA.

STAN DELAPLANE

ROYCE BRIER

The Partriots of 76 Had

Some Human Foibles, Too

Parson Weems didn’t in-
vent the cherry tree yam,

because Wi

became 2 legend during

Revolution. The Parson only

gave the yarm currency.
Ever since, many histor-

jans have tried to unfreeze
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WILLIAM HOGAN

“The Ambassador’ Called
An Informed Documentary

T like Morris 1. West's

called a movel,
ately it is an exercise in
that odd private joursslism,
the novel,

» doctumentary or
“nonfiction novel” Under
this format a writer ean
milk the drama and trage-
dy of a contemporary cirsis
and yet manipulate details
of it to suit his
and lo make his own points.
“The Ugly American,” for
example, “Uncle Tom’s
Cabin,” or “The Grapes of
Wrath”

West's “The Shoes of the

*  Fisherman™ was an example

of the “nonfiction novel™
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too. That focused on Papal gige

power and politics. In ef-
feet, this Australian Catho-
lie writer played Pope him-
self while his fable was in
progress.
- A L

In “The Ambassador™
(Morrow,, 275 pp.; $4.95) he
plays at being the American
chief envoy in Ssigor about
1wo years ago. Maxwel! Gor
den Amberley is a dedicat-
ed, thoughtful career diplo-
mat in his upper 50s, a
Henry Catot Lodge as de-

able fo find out about Viet
Naro, even in the most arti.
culate news coverage, What
1§ the Buddhist situation
down there® What were the
« Buddhist clashes
all about? What do the illit-
erale people in the rice pad-
dies think®

West puts a great deal of
this into sharp prespective
for resders Yke me - even
the American CIA's role in

think about the sad amd
nonsensical  military diglo-
matic j down: there.
Little commervial
fiction does

Check With the Airlines
For World’s Fair Travel

*Can you suggest medi
vmvpriced hotels and how to
get World's Fair tickets in
New York in July?”

go home through Puerts
Rico. Jamaica and other
Caribbean ports. If it cosis
anything, it will be very lit-
tie. I'd guess something like

1 caa’t because it's hard $20

fo esay what hoiel will have
rooms, This i5 going to be
a big summer at the Fair,
But the airlines — Ameri-
can. TWA, United — will
show you a list of hotels of
st g

The asirlines will give you
amazing amounts of free

Now — have your agemt
figure oul best prices: Ask
a2bout 2lday excursion
rates. Ask sbout family
plan. There are s0 many

in the next seat may be pay-
ing 8100 more for the same
flight. Because he didn't ex-
plore all these possibilities,
o ow w
“Can you suggest any
Mexican wines?™

1d suggest you forget it.
They have great beer. But
the wine | wouldn't use for

combinations that the man paint thinner.

HERB CAEN SAYS:

service:

The sidines will also get
you theater tickets in ad-
vance. Have a rent car wait-
ing if you need one. But a
rent car Is useless in New
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Editor, PressHerald

A matter of interest and
importance to this City has
siipped by almost unnoticed.
I refer to the recent com-
pletion of 10 vears of dedi-
cated service by Mayor Al
bert Isen, the first and only
Mayor ever to be elected
by the people of Torrance,

Mavor Isen's hard work
and devotion to this City is
well known, During these

years we have seen our ity
davelop and prosper, to be-
come e of ithe major
Cities in the State,

As a longtime resident
and taxpayer, ! wish to ox-
press my apprecigiion to
Mayor Isen and my congrat-
ulationg to the people of
Torrance for their good
judgment,

Al Gianni
Torrancy

U.S. Culture

Reaches Europe

CULTURED EUROPE? Sally Spear was in Cologne
recently, and asked 2 university friend: “The streets
are s0 deserted tonight—where is everybody?”
“Home witching “The Untouchables' on television™ . .,
Singer Glenn Yarbrough, whose it record, “Bsby, the
Rain Must Fall” is making him 2 mint, just bought
the 85-foot schovner, Pilgrim —-
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it’s the same old business: ask a sillv question-—. Tech
nicians inform me that vinyl is frozen at birth, and if
it can withstand a freeze of 15 degrees or
lower wilhout cracking, it's “virgin” (otherwise it's
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' Morning Report:

Finally, Ialy bhas struck back — at us. An Amer-

. jcan play, “Mysteries and Other small Pieces” has

been banmed in Trieste. The cops over there said ow
play, performed by sn American company, was foo
dirty for their natives to see.

Such action has been a long time coming. Ever
since the end of World War 11, the Halians have been
making movies that have been atticked and dapned
all gver America. In fact, only recently has Hollywood
been able to catch up.

For some reason, imported stuff always is in big-
ger demand. I guess at's why strippers in Paris are
always billed as “straight from New Vork” while clubs
here boast about “Paris sensations.” T suppose it's just
3 case of the other pastures being barer than ours

Abe Mellinkoff
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